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A scholarly man, Dr. Fogel has authored

more than 60 articles in professional maga-
zines and publications, and he is a member of
many national organizations and societies.

Finally, one of Dr. Fogel’s projects that has
been particularly close to my heart has been
the University’s Minority Student Health Ca-
reers Motivation Program, which has exposed
hundreds of young Floridians to the rigors re-
wards of medical school. Dr. Fogel challenged
each of these students to pursue careers in
science and medicine, and over the past 19
years nearly 80 percent of them accepted the
challenge and are now physicians, scientists,
and health case workers.

On November 1, Dr. Bernie Fogel stepped
down as dean of School of Medicine and sen-
ior vic president of medical affairs but, thank-
fully, he will continue his devoted service to
his alma mater as dean emeritus and special
advisor to the president.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all of my colleagues in
the Congress to join with me in saluting this
great man of education; a great man of medi-
cine, and a great American—Bernie Fogel,
M.D., dean emeritus, University of Miami
School of Medicine.
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Mr. MILLER of California. Mr. Speaker, I
know that all Members of the U.S. House of
Representatives will join me in honoring an
outstanding public servant, Donald Freitas,
who is going to be leaving his position as a di-
rector of the Contra Costa Water District next
month.

Don Freitas has been one of the great lead-
ers in the effort to preserve and restore the
water quality of San Francisco Bay and the
Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta throughout his
16 year tenure on the board, including his
service as its president in 1987–89. He has al-
ways been a trusted and valued ally to me as
I have waged battle after battle here in the
Congress to reform California’s water policy
and to make it more responsive both to the
taxpayers and to the environment.

I want to mention some highlights of Don
Freitas’ service on the board, because he has
made many contributions that will endure long
after he has moved on to other challenges:
Don has served as the manager of the Contra
Costa County Clean Water program which is
charged with implementing the Federal Clean
Water Act storm water pollution program with-
in our county; Don Freitas helped lead the
successful fight in 1982 that stopped construc-
tion of the Peripheral Canal that was intended
to divert much of the delta’s water south to
farms and cities in other regions of the State,
with devastating consequences to the ecology
of the delta and San Francisco Bay; Don was
a leader in the long effort to build the Los
Vaqueros Reservoir which is now under con-
struction to serve the thousands of Contra
Costans whose water quality has long been at
risk because of the mismanagement of our
State’s water supply.

On these and many other challenges over
the years, Don Freitas has demonstrated ex-
ceptional vision and leadership, and I am hon-

ored to have had him as a colleague and
friend. We all join the 400,000 customers of
the Contra Costa Water District, and all advo-
cates of water policy reform, in wishing Don
Freitas the very best in the future, and in
thanking him for his years of dedicated serv-
ice.
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to 21 businesses located in Cicero,
IL, which were honored for longevity at the
Cicero Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s
ninth annual dinner on November 8, 1995. Illi-
nois Lt. Gov. Bob Kustra was the guest speak-
er, and Betty Loren-Maltese, town president,
was honored for her contributions to the com-
munity.

Establishments passing the 100 year mark
were Chas. Fingerhut Bakeries, 5537 Cermak
Road; Cermak Home for Funerals, 5844
Cermak Road; Central Federal Savings and
Loan Association, formerly Vypomocny Spolek
Jungman, 5959 Cermak Road; and Cicero
Bible Church, formerly the Morton Park Con-
gregational Church, 1230 Laramie Avenue.

Marking 75 years in business were Ida Flo-
rists, formerly John Ida Florist, 4928 W. 31st
St.; Family Federal Savings of Illinois, formerly
Morton Park Savings, 5225 W. 25th St.; Pin-
nacle Bank of Cicero, formerly First National
Bank of Cicero, 6000 Cermak Road; Rosicky’s
National Cleaners, 5818 Cermak Road; Ed-
ward’s Market, 2933 S. 49th Ave.; ComEd,
formerly the Edison Co. for Isolated Lighting;
and Family Service and Mental Health Center
of Cicero, formerly the Cicero Welfare Center,
5341 Cermak Road.

Honored for 50 years were Walter M.
Vlodek, attorney at law, formerly Miles Vlodek,
5814 Cermak Road; Prater Industries, formerly
Prater Pulverizer, 1515 S. 55th Court; Chicago
Extruded Metals Co., 1601 S. 16th St.;
Walgreen Drug Store, 5958 Cermak Road;
Manor Bakery, formerly Chester and Emily
Matiask Bakery, 5906 W. 35th St.; St. Anthony
Federal Savings Bank, formerly St. Anthony
Savings and Loan Association; 1447 S. 49th
Court; West Town Savings Bank, formerly
West Town Saving and Loan Association,
4852 W. 30th St.; Frank F. Kucera Co., 1800
Laramie Ave.; and MidAmerica Federal Sav-
ings Bank, 5900 Cermak Road.

Mr. Speaker, I congratulate these busi-
nesses for the many years they have provided
services to their community and wish them the
very best in the years yet to come.
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Mr. HAYES. Mr. Speaker, I was pleased to
see that reason prevailed and the provisions

to eliminate the Department of Commerce
were struck from the Short-Term Debt Ceiling
Extension bill, H.R. 2586.

First of all, increasing the debt ceiling is an
issue of public confidence—in our financial
markets both at home and abroad. Even if we
pass landmark legislation this year calling for
a balanced budget by the year 2002—and I
hope we do—the debt ceiling will still have to
be raised periodically, at least in the near
term, to meet our financial responsibilities on
our $5 trillion debt. I am not willing to play po-
litical gamesmanship with the stability of our
economy or strength of our credit.

We should be able to count on the Federal
Government to pay its bills on time. It is for
this very reason that, regardless of my objec-
tions to the extraneous amendments added
onto this legislation, I strongly supported the
passage of H.R. 2586.

Accordingly, I was glad to see that disman-
tling the Department of Commerce was not in-
cluded. While I advocate reforming the non-
essential and wasteful functions of the Depart-
ment, I remain skeptical that budgetary sav-
ings result from simply reshuffling agencies
into other bureaucratic boxes.

My home State of Louisiana depends heav-
ily on many of the programs under the jurisdic-
tion of the Department of Commerce. Of par-
ticular significance is research and funding
provided by the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration [NOAA]. Although a
source of frustration and consternation to area
shrimpers, the research efforts of the National
Marine Fisheries Service are critical to the res-
toration of our coastal wetlands. NMFS is con-
tinuously engaged in activities that enhance
our ability to preserve wildlife and prevent
flooding. The National Weather Service early
warning system is also vital for a low lying
coastal State like Louisiana to ensure ade-
quate preparation for families and businesses
in the event of a natural disaster.

I also wanted to give special mention to the
importance of the Economic Development Ad-
ministration [EDA] to rural Louisiana. In the
western part of my district alone, EDA tech-
nical assistance grants have enabled commu-
nities to leverage small Federal dollars into
other Federal grants totalling some $156 mil-
lion over the past 20 years. Infrastructure im-
provements through EDA grants also entice
entrepreneurs to invest in our communities,
thus augmenting our competitive position and
our ability to create jobs. Finally, with the
downsizing of Fort Polk, EDA moneys are
available to assist the base and the surround-
ing Leesville area in coping with potential job
displacements.

The House overwhelmingly rejected an
amendment by Congressman HEFLEY to the
Commerce, Justice, State, and the Judiciary
Appropriations bill, H.R. 2076, that would have
eliminated EDA. The House Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure also ap-
proved, on three separate occasions, legisla-
tion to reform and preserve EDA. If these
votes are indicative of our policy pref-
erences—and I believe that they are—then the
successful initiatives put forth by EDA to help
my rural Louisiana district and the Nation
should be allowed to continue.

Clearly, there should be some agent of the
business community at the Cabinet level to
appropriately defend and promote the powers
of the marketplace and the necessity of job
creation. Whether that representative has to


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-30T10:52:04-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




